Great Explorations
Beginning in 1996, Great Explorations has been a leader in creating memorable guided
biking, hiking, and multi-sport experiences throughout the world.

25+

Years specializing in
active travel

OUR MISSION

To provide exceptional travel
experiences for active travelers
seeking to explore North America,
Europe, and the world.

16

Maximum group
size on scheduled
departures

itineraries in
100+ Unique
28 countries

EXPERIENCE

BEST IN LODGING

FLEXIBLE BY DESIGN

MORE DINING CHOICES

SMALLER GROUP SIZES

GUIDES WHO CARE

Robbin McKinney, founder of
Great Explorations, has been
designing and guiding trips
throughout the world since 1985.
In fact, there probably isn’t a guide
in the travel world who has led
more active trips in more places,
for longer. With over 40 years
leading trips, an international staff,
and exceptionally gifted guides,
the experience is sure to be
memorable.
We design our trips with maximum
flexibility in mind, so guests can
experience a region at a pace that
best suits them. For those who
enjoy additional time to try other
activities, or relax by the pool,
we plan layover days to allow this
option.
Our trips average 12-16 travelers,
a number that gives us access to
the best in service, hotels, and
restaurants. We attract spirited
individuals of all ages, with a
congenial mix of singles, couples,
and families.

SCHEDULED DEPARTURES
Based on itineraries that are
tried and tested. These are great
options for solo travelers, couples,
and groups of friends.

MAKE IT PRIVATE

Take an existing scheduled
departure and reserve it for a
group.

We believe in pampering ourselves
while on vacation and choose
hotels that are one-of-a-kind finds,
combining the authentic charm
and modern comforts that make
for memorable lodging. Whether
in a country inn on the Canadian
Gulf Islands, a luxurious hotel in
France or elsewhere around the
globe, you will enjoy the comforts,
service and hospitality of hotels
chosen.
We always include family-style
dinners and opportunities where
you can order off the menu. The
food on our trips reflects the
specialties of the region we’re
traveling, with fresh ingredients
and imaginative cooking (and fine
wines for you to choose from).
Simply put, our guides are
extraordinary people; they speak
the local language, understand
customs and culture, and know
how to ensure that guests have
the ‘vacation of a lifetime’.
Get to know our guides.

CUSTOM TRIP

Our travel designers can create
a custom trip to almost any
destination in the world.

THE WORLD’S FINEST HOTELS: CLASSIC OR LUXE
Classic: 3+4 star hotels at properties that are distinctive, charming, and welcoming.
Luxe: 4+5 star hotels that may include castles, chateaux, and historic properties that are luxurious and the

very best in their class.
Yachts: On certain trips, we offer luxury yachts that accommodate between 12 and 18 max; on these trips,
we sleep on board and meals are a mix of on-board and on island restaurants.

INCLUDED
Accommodations

•
•

Daily breakfasts, 2 lunches, and all dinners
but 1 on a 7-day trip
Cooking courses where offered
Snacks and refreshments daily

Support
•
•
•
•

Expert, bilingual guides with extensive
local knowledge
Support vehicle
Luggage transfers
Daily bike check and maintenance

Other
•
•
•
•

Welcome and final night wine receptions
Entrance fees for historical sites, museums,
and all other exclusive events
Route instructions, maps, and GPS
Travelogue with background on history,
culture, historic sites and food and wine

EASY-GOING

•

M O DE R AT E

Meals

Average daily distance:

Average daily distance:

MODERATE+

Carefully selected accommodations that
are the best in class and located in towns
or in exceptional locations

Average daily distance:

A D VA N C E D

•

BIKING LEVELS

Average daily distance:

25-40km (15-25mi)
Average daily elevation:
100-400m (300’-1200’)

40-60km (25-35mi)
Average daily elevation:
400-600m (1200’-1800’)

40-80km (25-45mi)
Average daily elevation:
400-800m (1200’-2500’)

60-100km (35-60mi)
Average daily elevation:
800-1000+m (2400’-3000’)

BICYCLES & EQUIPMENT

The vast majority of our fleet is composed of Cannondale and custom bikes built to our specifications. You
can choose between performance hybrid bikes with flat bars or racing bikes with dropped bars. E-bikes are
available on request in most destinations.

Hybrid

Affiliate Randonnee Tours is the leading specialist offering
self-guided cycling and walking tours in North America
and Europe.
www.randonneetours.com
Affiliate R.E.M. Event Management Inc. produces cycling
events that celebrate cycling and raise awareness and
funds for charities and worthwhile causes.
www.seatoskytrailchallenge.com
www.countygranfondo.com

Racing

109-1529 W 6th Ave,
Vancouver, BC, V6J 1R1
604 730 1247 | 1 800 242 1825
www.great-explorations.com

E-bikes

We Give Back
Great Explorations supports charities and
community events through direct donations and
sponsorship of events, both local and international,
particularly those that support health, recreation or
the protection of natural places.
www.great-explorations.com/sponsors

